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SUBJECT: SOUTH AFRICA AND RHODESIA 

1. AT ONE OF FAREWELL DINNERS GIVEN ME IN PRETORIA LAST WEEK I 
HAD OPPORTUNITY FOR BROAD-RANGING CONVERSATION WITH GENERAL 
HENDRIK VAN DEN BERGH, DIRECTOR OF SOUTH AFRICA'S BUREAU FOR 
STATE SECURITY, ONE OF PRIME MINISTER VORSTER S CLOSEST FRIENDS 
AND ADVISORS. VAN DEN BERGH, BOTH SEPARATELY AND TOGETHER WITH 
FOREIGN AFFAIRS SECRETARY BRAND FOURIE, HAS MADE A NUMBER OF 
SECRET VISITS TO ZAMBIA AND RHODESIA, AS WELL AS TO OTHER COUNTRIES, 
IN CONNECTION WITH VORSTER’S EFFORTS TO ESTABLISH DETENTE 

WITH OTHER AFRICAN STATES AND TO ENCOURAGE SETTLEMENT IN RHODESIA. 
PRESENT WITH VAN DEN BERGH WAS HIS DEPUTY, HANS BRUMMER, AND 
MAJOR GENERAL MIKE GELDENHUYS, CHIEF OF SECURITY POLICE. 

2. VAN DEN BERGH AND HIS DEPUTY WERE BOTH OBVIOUSLY CONCERNED 
AT EFFECT WHICH IAN SMITH S DETENTION OF NDABANINGI SITHOLE 
WOULD HAVE ON PROSPECTS FOR NEGOTIATIONS AND SETTLEMENT IN 
RHODESIA. VAN DEN BERGH SAID ONLY EVIDENCE RHODESIANS HAD 
AGAINST SITHOLE AT THIS STAGE WAS SINGLE SWORN AFFIDAVIT OF ANC 
DEPUTY GABELLAH, BUT HE GAVE NO OTHER DETAILS. HE SEEMED 
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AT SAME TIME CONVINCED THAT FAILURE TO TRY CASE OPENLY WOULD DO 
INESTIMABLE DAMAGE. 

3. VAN DEN BERGH SAID IAN SMITH HAD RECENTLY VISITED VORSTER IN 
SOUTH AFRICA AT WHICH TIME VORSTER MADE IT CRYSTAL CLEAR THAT 
SOUTH AFRICA WOULD CONTINUE WITHDRAWING SA POLICE FORCES FROM 
RHODESIA WITHOUT REPLACING THEM. OUT OF THE 1600 POLICE TROOPERS 
WHO HAD BEEN IN RHODESIA, VAN DEN BERGH SAID, ONLY 720 REMAINED 
AND THESE HAD ALL BEEN WITHDRAWN FROM BORDER POSITIONS TO THEIR 
BARRACKS. (PROCESS OF WITHDRAWAL WAS APPARENTLY STILL UNDER WAY 
AS GENDENHUYS NOTED THAT 5 POLICEMEN HAD JUST BEEN REPORTED 
WOUNDED BY LAND MINES ON WITHDRAWAL ROUTES; SAG HAS SINCE PUBLICLY 
CONFIRMED WITHDRAWAL. PER CAPE TOWN 267). SMITH'S REACTION WAS 

AN ANGRY ASSERTION THAT WHITE RHODESIANS WOULD CONTINUE THEIR 
STRUGGLE ALONE IF NECESSARY; 

4. VAN DEN BERGH SAID THAT THE TWO AFRIKAANS-SPEAKING MEMBERS 
OF SMITH'S CABINET WOULD BE COMING TO SOUTH AFRICA TO SEE VORSTER 
WITHIN NEXT SEVERAL DAYS (PRESUMABLY AT SAG INVITATION TO EXPLAIN 
SITHOLE ARREST) AND WOULD BE IN FOR SOME VERY STRAIGHT TALK. 
INFORMATION MINISTER CONNIE MULDER AND INFORMATION SECRETARY ESCHEL 
RHOODIE HAD BEEN BROUGHT INTO THESE DEALING WITH THE 

RHODESIAN QUESTION AND WOULD ALSO BE TALKING WITH THE VISITORS 
FROM SALISBURY. VAN DEN BERGH SAID MULDER AND RHOODIE WERE FULLY 
ON BOARD NOW. ALTHOUGH IT WAS VAN DEN BERGH HIMSELF WHO ALERTED 
VORSTER TO MULDER'S PLANNED TRIP TO SALISBURY LAST DECEMBER AND 
PERSUADED VORSTER TO ORDER MULDER NOT TO GO. VAN DEN BERGH 
SEEMED TO BELIEVE IAN SMITH’S STUBBORN POSITION WAS CAUSED IN PARTY 
BY SOME OF SMITH'S MORE REACTIONARY MINISTERS AND THAT A SESSION 
BETWEEN VORSTER AND THE 2 AFRIKAANS-SPEAKING MINISTERS WOULD BE 
USEFUL WAY TO SOFTEN THIS INFLUENCE. 

5. COMMENT: VAN DEN BERGH EMPHASIZED HIS CLOSESNESS TO PRIME 
MINISTER VORSTER AND HIS ABILITY TO SPEAK FOR VORSTER IN CONTACTS 
WITH SMITH AND OTHERS. (HE SAID HE WAS THE ONE WHO TOLD SMITH 
THAT SA POLICE WOULD BE CALLED TO BARRACKS AND THAT VORSTER FULLY 
ENDORSED HIS ACTION.) HE CONVEYS VERY DEFINITE IMPRESSION THAT 
VORSTER IS DETERMINED SA SHOULD DO EVERYTHING POSSIBLE TO BRING 
SMITH TO CONFERENCE TABLE AND KEEP HIM THERE. 
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